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of life had to be brought from Wilhelmshaven. Due to
the at first unfavourable means of getting them over many
of these valuable things were lost. As soon as a steamer,
at the instigation of the Squadron, was detailed for this
duty and came over regularly once a month, order
and honesty were attained in the supply. The post and
passenger service was maintained direct with the Home-
land by a light cruiser or a torpedo boat. They ran once
a week to collect and deliver mails to Scapa Flow. The
mails at that time were not censored by the English
authorities. The direct delivery of wireless messages was
forbidden us; they had to be turned over to the English
Admiral on the spot to be forwarded.
We lacked coal, water, oil, materials, and gear of all
sorts sufficient to keep us ready for sea. Coal and water
were supplied by England, against payment, everything
else had to be brought over from Wilhelmshaven. The
utmost meanness in these things had to be fought against
by the Squadron.
In the condition of readiness for sea that the ships were
in, the last glimmer of hope, that we should once again
turn our backs on the captivity of Scapa Flow, was snuffed
out; we also put forward to our enemies the written legal
claim in the Armistice undertaking which we on no
occasion wished to see violated, that contrary to truth
and honesty the ships were to be allowed to fall into
unserviceability. The state of readiness for sea of the
material was well kept, up to the last days before the
sinking, and the state of readiness of the personnel up to
within a few days of this, against all attempts at
opposition.
The German ships' companies were forbidden any inter-
course by the English between their own ships or with the